Students peddle Kool- Aid to mock Lane 



“It’s good until the last one drops.. .right 
Mark?” read the sign, posted on the door of 
tire Queen’s University lecture hall where 
Mark Lane was speaking. 

Mary Herbert, a second year politics 
student, had mounted the sign, and others 
like it, to protest what she called Lane’s 
“bloodsucking” methods. 

She and other students protesting outside 
the building felt Lane was exploiting “a 
tragic situation.” Lane, as counsel for cult 
leader Jim Jones, had been in Guyana last 
November when 900 people died in self- 
imposed mass suicide, and the incident was 
to be the topic of his speech, for which the 
Queen’s Alma Mater Society was paying 
him $3000. 

To drive home her point, Herbert had 
cups of Kool Aid for tire students lined up 
for the speech, a reminder that the 900 who 



died in Jonestown had been killed by 
imbibing a lethal dose of cynanide mixed 
with Kool Aid. 

Paul Steep, who led 15 law students on a 
crusade against Lane’s appearance, said: 
“We object to someone profiteering on a 
tragedy of this magnitude. We also object 
to the amount being spent on this while 
Amnesty International (a group concerned 
with political prisoners and torture in 
various countries) was only given $200 for a 
speaker’s fund for the entire year.” 

Jamie Robertson, another protestor, said 
he was offended by the Jonestown 
attorney’s visit because “Queen’s is 
legitimizing his commercializing of the 
affair.” 

Alma Mater Society president David 
Brown said Lane’s fee was justified: “as 
long as he is here to make serious 
comments.” 



According to newspaper accounts. Lane 
faces possible disbarment in New York 
State and criminal charges stemming from 
his alleged prior knowledge of the murder 
of United States Congressman Leo Ryan in 
Jonestown. 

However, Brown said. Lane is 
considered innocent by law and that 
innocence must be accepted in business 
dealings. 

AMS education commissioner Vicki 
Steele who was responsible for Lane’s visit, 
echoed Brown’s concerns: “If this man had 
been convicted, I don’t think we would 
bring him in.” 

Lane is on a tour of Canadian 
universities that was to include Guelph, 
McMaster and Queen’s. However, at 
Guelph early ticket sales were so bad 
Lane’s appearance was cancelled. 
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